
 
WINTER MEETING 

 
Date:  January 17, 2009 
Location:  Albany, NY 

 
Present:       R. Gibney-President 

                                                      E. Misztal- Secretary 
     A. Hart- Treasurer 

                                    E. Farrell- (NYSCLA Executive Director) 
                C. May-Downstate 
            D. McCord- Upstate 
       N. Bateman- Upstate 

J. Thompson- Upstate 
K. McAndrew- Downstate 
P. Lester- Downstate 
 

Absent: D. Conklin- Upstate 
                     R. Kraft, Upstate 

R. Gass- Downstate 
  
General Business:    
1. NYSCLA Board Members – R.Gibney called the meeting to order at 10:40 am.     
2. Previous Meeting Minutes –N. Bateman voted to approve the minutes from the November, 08 
2008 meeting; seconded by A. Hart. 
3. Treasurer’s Report – A. Hart recaps actual 2008 year to date numbers and projected 2009 
budgeted account balances. There was a surplus of $536.27 despite overspending on the website due 
to the switch over in service providers. Phone expenses were reduced for 2009. Extensive discussion 
ensued about increasing the budget for the website and how it would function to possibly create 
revenue. (See additional notes further on). Increased income may come from Upstate and Downstate 
dues. Membership numbers are expected by the end of the month, and will be announced by A. Hart by 
email. Tax brackets should be reviewed to see where the NYSCLA bank account falls and if there are 
repercussions or benefits of changing balances. The public relations line item on the budget refers to 
Lobby Day displays. A. Hart will combine them for the next meeting. The Lobby Day brochure is 
expected to cost $500 or less. M.Goff has agreed to product it again this year.    
4. Legislative Tracking (Ed Farrell) – Ed discusses the 2009 Legislative Program. He will draft a 
list for review and provide it to R.Gibney in the next few weeks. P. Lester and K.McAndrew volunteer to 
select issues to be represented in our Lobby Day brochure. Wick’s legislation was passed which 
establishes the following thresholds: 1.5 million for downstate, 3 million for NYC, and 500,000 for 
upstate. The governor tried to raise NYC to 10 million and exempt schools, but it didn’t pass. This 
legislation does not seem to benefit LA’s or other related professions. AIA wont use the term “Wick’s”, it 
will use “services procurement reform”. Designer led design build is a big issue. The designer ends up 
working for the CM which is technically illegal except for certain state authorities, i.e. OGS and DASNY. 
K. McAndrew suggests alignment with ACEC. There is interest in changing the delivery of our services 
to rectify these issues. The Bill numbers and government member’s names will change for next year. Ed 
will provide us with this, and M.Goff can update the Lobby Day Brochure. The LA magazines will be sent 
directly to AIA and are to be included in the Lobby Day information. Lobby Day is on March 24, which is 



early this year. It should be posted on the website as soon as possible, and the Chapters alerted. There 
will be a training session for Lobby Day in Albany on Friday February 27, and possibly a webinar. No 
CEU’s will be provided. The AIA convention will be in Rochester on September 24-26. (This is not a 
conflict with the ASLA annual meeting in Chicago on September 18-21.) Any exhibitor or vendor referred 
to the AIA convention by NYSCLA, NYSCLA will get 10% of their fee. Also, any ASLA member that 
attends, the respective Chapter will get 10% of their registration fee. NYSCLA will decide how to 
distribute the funds. LA’s may have their own track at the AIA conference, and CEU’s may be earned. 
AIA will contact potential vendors if their contact information is given to Ed. R.Gibney suggests adding 
the Chapters logo’s to the registration form.   
5. Website:  The CEU’s on the website are current. A proposal was received from Nick Gangi at 
esolve. Items were prioritized with the first task creating access for J.Thompson so she can update basic 
information. Deceased members should be removed, CEU section updated with auto expiration, 
updating Board members, and meeting minutes. A system should be set up eventually so that entities 
(excluding not for profits and educational institutions) can pay for posting their CEU’s. J.Thompson will 
look into setting it up so that they pay on the site when they enter their information. Secondary items 
include updating logos, fonts, etc. R.Gibney will discuss remaining proposal items with N.Gangi for 
clarification in scope and fee. P. Lester will have Connecticut CEU’s sent to J. Thompson for posting. A. 
Hart requests that the invoices are more descriptive and broken down by proposal items. R.Gibney 
voted to approve $1,500 for the website budget, seconded by D.McCord. It will be revisited to possibly 
increase it when the membership data is submitted by the Chapters. The website registration form for 
LA’s should be changed to include a line for the RLA license # as well as the stamp box, as some RLA’s 
do not have a stamp.    
6. CEU Situation and ASLA / LACES: Generally improved over the past 6 months, but still difficult 
for small offices. LACES will be finalizing approvals for courses. 2009 is the test run, with anticipated 
acceptances in 2010. LA’s should remember to also check the SWCD, and Cooperative Extensions for 
CEU’s.             
 
Old Business: 
1. Tool Kit Update by S.Marshall-Paetzel: R.Gibney spoke to Stacy but has no information at this 
time. Hopefully it will be completed by this summer.  
2. Incorporation for NYSCLA: NYSCLA has an IRS designation, but no protection for the members 
from liability claims. Should NYSCLA be incorporated and cover the Chapters, or should the Chapters 
be incorporated and cover NYSCLA? This needs to be looked into and discussed. R.Gibney has recent 
personal experience and the costs are $400 for the attorney fee, and $500 for the filing fee. 
3. Teleconferencing: K.McAndrew can be the central location. The by-laws need to be reviewed to 
make sure this is allowed, and possibly revised. D.McCord will contact E.Olinger to see if a digital copy 
exists. It will be finalized at the next meeting and the July meeting targeted as the first teleconferenced 
meeting.  
 
New Business: 
1. Enforcement of the title / practice laws is necessary. We need to police ourselves.    
2. Two new board members are introduced: Kevin McAndrew and Pamela Lester- both representing 
Downstate. We now have 4 downstate members, and are still short one. A NYC member would be ideal, 
if anyone knows anyone please contact them. Board members are strongly encouraged to find 
replacements for themselves when they leave their positions.  
3. The in district Advocacy Day set up by the Chapters is February 18. All LA’s are encouraged to 
visit their legislators.  
 
The next meeting is on April 18, 2008 at 10:30 am. The following meetings are tentatively July 18 (+/- 
one week for K.McAndrew), and November 7. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 12:50 pm. 
 
Submitted by E.Misztal. 
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