
In New York State, a landscape architect is a qualified professional who has been 
awarded a license and who, in order to render or offer to render services, holds 
registration which must be renewed every three years. Like architects and 
engineers, landscape architects are licensed by the State to protect public health, 
safety, and welfare.

The practice of Landscape Architecture is defined as the performance of services 
in connection with:

• The development of land areas including the preservation, enhancement or 
determination of proper land uses, natural land features, ground cover and 
planting; and

• Naturalistic and aesthetic values; and
• The settings, approaches or environment for structures or other 
       improvements; and
• Natural drainage; and
• The consideration and determination of inherent problems of the land relating 

to the erosion, wear and tear, blight or other hazards; and
• The practice includes the location and arrangement of such tangible objects 

and features as are incidental and necessary to the purposes outlined in the law 
(not to include the design of structures or facilities with separate and self con-
tained purposes as are included in the practice of engineering or architecture).

Landscape Architects sign and seal site plans, grading plans, landscape planting 
plans, details, and irrigation plans and details.  Landscape architects are responsi-
ble for the implementation as well as understanding of all outdoor architecture and 
their relationship with the local surrounding and natural systems.  

Services provided by any gardener, nurseryman, landscape designer, horticulturist, 
arborist, forester, tree expert, or landscape contractor shall not be described as 
“Landscape Architecture” unless the individual is licensed and registered to 
practice as a Landscape Architect in New York State.

A golf course architect must be licensed as a Landscape Architect to practice in 
New York State.

Landscape Architects, like Architects and Engineers, must complete 12 hours of 
continuing education each year in order to renew their license every three years 
and remain in good standing.

The Practice of Landscape Architecture & Use of 

The Title “Landscape Architect”

Title Vlll of the New York State Education Law addresses the professions and under 
Article 148, Section 7322, protects the practice of Landscape Architecture, and 
requires that only licensed, registered Landscape Architects may render or offer to 
render landscape architectural services.

New York State law also protects the use of the title “Landscape Architect” and 
prohibits anyone who is not a licensed Landscape Architect from using this title in 
any way (Article 148, Section 7322).

Reporting Professional Misconduct or Illegal Practice

You may verify the licensure/registration of a landscape architect by calling the 
State Education Department  (518) 474-3817. lf you suspect illegal practice by a 
non licensed individual or business, you may call (1-800) 442-8106 or 
(212) 951-6400 to report illegal practice or professional misconduct
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Huntington Memorial Library | Oneonta, NY
Site Development Plan

Glenwood Hills | Morganton, NC
Site Development Plan 

Ulster County Dept. of the Environment Raingarden | Kingston, NY 
 

Easton Town Center | Columbus, OH Stream Restoration

Access Ramp at the River Campus - University of Rochester 

A public service announcement from the New York State Council of Landscape Architects
NYSCLA

50 State Street, 5th Floor, Albany, New York 12207 (518) 465-5176
http://www. nyscla. org

Also refer to New York State Education Department (NYSED) to find your 
Local licensed Landscape Architects

http://www.op.nysed.gov/opsearches.htm



Landscape Architecture and the Law

Understanding the Practice of Landscape Architecture

Landscape Architecture and the Law

Understanding the Practice of Landscape Architecture

Project Highlights 

> Sustainable Design - returning over 
   2 acres of pavement to planting

> Custom design elements including 
   fountain, benches, kiosks and bollard 
   lights

> Innovative use of materials in 
   shaping the waterfront environment

> 2006 Excellence on the Waterfront
   Award, The Waterfront Center

> 2006 NY ASLA Chapter Awards, 
   Honor Award for Design

The Battery is a historic park on New York Harbor and serves as the threshold 
to some of Lower Manhattan’s most popular attractions. Located immediately 
off the bustling Promenade, the Bosque is a quiet social retreat that brings an 
experience of natural abundance to the harbor’s edge. Saratoga led a team of 
architects, lighting designers, engineers, fountain designers, and an internation-
ally recognized garden designer to transform a bland and forbidding area into 
delightful garden rooms that undulate through a grid of London Plane trees, 
revealing places to sit, eat, and play. The design integrates the new features 
with a complex subterranean infrastructure and incorporates the existing East 
Coast Memorial, an American National Battlefield Monument, into the design. An 
interactive fountain and custom kiosks anchor and animate 3 gathering spaces 
within the groves of trees and lush gardens.

Battery Bosque
The Battery Conservancy
New York City Department of Parks & Recreation

  

IMAGE AREA

New York, New York

Photos by Amy Barkow

* Completed by Harriet M. Grimm prior to affi liation with Saratoga Associates. 

Related Retail Development Corporation
Brooklyn, New York
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Gateway Shopping Center - Wetland Mitigation 

Planting design and field layout of this 5.5 acre freshwater wetland, designed 
and implemented as part of the creation of the Gateway Shopping Center in 
Brooklyn, New York by the Related Development Corporation. 

Situated within the Shore Parkway R.O.W. this wetland is designed to filter 
storm water runoff from both the Parkway and the extensive retail center and 
parking area. Storm water is captured and discharged into the wetland at three 
points, where the flow is slowed by rip-rap aprons and floatable materials are 
trapped out.  The water then flows around three carefully designed sinuous 
islands, and over broad shoals and into deeper pools before discharging into 
the brackish Hendrix Creek which empties into Great Jamacia Bay.

The careful grading and shaping of the created wetland provided an ecotone or 
environmental gradient upon which diverse wetland plants were hand-placed and 
have been established.  

The stunningly beautiful tapestry of wetland plants and flowers may be viewed 
from three overlook areas along a mile-long bikeway constructed as part of the 
concurrent design of a new city park.   

> Stormwater mitigation

> Wetland design

> Use of native plant

> Habitat creation
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> High density mixed-use development plan 
for property located on Lake Champlain.

> Phased implementation strategy was 
created based on market analysis and 
environmental considerations. 

> Permits and approvals will be secured 
from the Town and the Adirondack Park 
Agency. 

Van Slooten Realty
Lakefront Development 
Port Henry, NY 

Van Slooten Realty owns 35-acres, with over 4100 liner feet of shoreline along 
the western shore of Lake Champlain.  The challenge was to create a viable 
mixed-use residential lakefront community that retained the wonderful views of 
the lake and created a marketable address for the project located on a former 
mill site.   Saratoga Associates was retained to create a master plan and imple-
mentation strategy based on market analysis, physical master planning, and 
environmental considerations. The program includes apartments, condominiums, 
boating center, marina, retail, inn, conference center and restaurant all oriented 
to the primary and secondary housing market.  Permits and approvals are being 
secured with both the Town and Adirondack Park Agency for the marina and 
shoreline development elements of the project.

Project Highlights 

> Redesign of the Campus’ Central Open 
Space

> Outdoor Social Area

> Identifiable Spaces

IMAGE AREA

Columbia University has a compact, architecturally rigorous campus that has 
evolved in fits and starts from the original McKim, Mead and White master plan. 
Saratoga was engaged to redesign the southern corners of the campus’s signa-
ture central open space. The plan for Lerner Lawn knits together circulation and 
site features from two building eras, creating a variety of gathering places and 
preserving major vegetation. At Lion’s Court, Saratoga worked with Columbia 
staff and students to design an outdoor social area with the flavor of a secret 
garden.

Lion’s Court
Columbia University
New York, New York

Battery Bosque | New York, NY Lion’s Court - Columbia University | New York, NY

Lincoln Center | New York, NY

685 3rd Ave. Vest Pocket Park | New York, NYVan Slooten Realty | Port Henry, NY
 

Gateway Shopping Center - Wetland Mitigation | Brooklyn, NY

Expertise

Landscape Architects Offer Expertise in a Variety of 

Subject Areas including:  

Sustainable Design

Site Development Planning

Land Use Analysis 

Erosion Control

Grading and Drainage

Site Accessibility + Circulation

Environmental Impact Statements

Stormwater Management  + Pollution  

Green Infrastructure

Site Security + Safety

Vegetative Management

Wetlands Protection + Enhancement

Low Impact Development

Land + Campus Planning

Athletic Complexes

Irrigation Design

Prevention Plan
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